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The Atlantic Initiative, announced by King Mohammed VI in
November 2023 to provide landlocked Sahelian countries
with access to the Atlantic Ocean via Moroccan territory,
promises to profoundly reshape the bilateral relationship
between Rabat and Nouakchott. This research paper examines
how this unprecedented project creates new strategic
opportunities while raising shared challenges for Morocco
and Mauritania. Diplomatically, the rapprochement around
the Atlantic Initiative unfolds in a delicate regional context,
where the Sahara issue remains politically sensitive and the
balances within the African Union (AU) are constantly evolving.
Economically, this cooperation could open trade corridors
crossing Mauritania, develop infrastructure (roads, railways,
ports), and stimulate Mauritanian development—particularly
through the port of Nouadhibou—while contributing to food
security and regional integration. On the security front, the
realization of the Initiative requires addressing significant
challenges linked to Sahelian instability, including terrorism,
road protection, and military collaboration between Rabat
and Nouakchott. In complex regional and international
environments—shaped by the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA), reconfigurations in West Africa, and
the interests of the European Union (EU)—the success of the
Atlantic Initiative will depend on the ability of Morocco and
Mauritania to overcome these diplomatic, economic, and
security obstacles.
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INTRODUCTION

On November 6, 2023, during the speech marking the 48th anniversary of the "Green March," King
Mohammed VI announced the launch of an unprecedented Atlantic Initiative." This initiative aims to
provide landlocked Sahelian countries—particularly Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, and Chad—with direct
access to the Atlantic Ocean by leveraging Morocco's transport infrastructure. Specifically, Rabat
proposes to make its road, port, and rail networks available to open up the Sahel, constructing new
logistical corridors linking these states to Morocco's Atlantic ports, especially the future deep-water port
of Dakhla in the southern provinces.? Beyond its infrastructural dimension, the Atlantic Initiative reflects
Morocco's vision of "committed and unifying" cooperation in Africa, focusing on economic development
as a response to the security challenges of the Sahel.?

For Morocco, this megaproject addresses several strategic objectives. On one hand, it serves as a lever
to strengthen the Kingdom's foothold in West Africa, particularly following the suspension of the process
of joining the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in 2017-2018.* Rabat views it
as an opportunity to build new pragmatic and sustainable partnerships amid the gradual withdrawal of
some Western actors from the Sahel.> On the other hand, the project aligns fully with Morocco’s Sahara
diplomacy. By directing the corridor toward the port of Dakhla, the Kingdom is betting on an implicit
recognition of its sovereignty by partner countries. This orientation is significant: it connects the Sahel
to the Atlantic while reinforcing the centrality of the Moroccan Sahara in regional dynamics.® Early signs
of success are evident, as reflected in 2024 by Burkina Faso and Chad opening consulates in Dakhla,
signaling growing diplomatic support for Morocco’s position.’

For Mauritania, Morocco's southern neighbor and the only Sahel country with an Atlantic coastline, the
Atlantic Initiative raises significant hopes as well as important questions. Long marginalized in inter-
African trade, Mauritania stands to benefit from new corridors crossing its territory to connect Morocco
with Sahelian countries. This prospect forms part of a gradual rapprochement between Nouakchott
and Rabat, evident since the election of President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani in 2019. After years
of lukewarm relations due to historical disputes over the Moroccan Sahara, the two capitals are now
multiplying gestures of goodwill. President Ghazouani's visit to Rabat in December 2024—the first by a
Mauritanian head of state in over a decade—provided an opportunity to showcase converging views and

1. Mapnews (MAP). (2023, November 6). His Majesty the King delivers a speech to the Nation on the occasion of the 48th anniversary of the Green
March [Full text of the speech]. Mapnews.https://www.mapnews.ma/fr/discours-messages-sm-le-roi/sm-le-roi-adresse-un-discours-%C3%A0-la-
nation-%C3%A0-loccasion-du-48%C3%A8me

2. Mapnews (MAP). (October 2024). New York: Follow-up meeting on the operationalization of the Royal Initiative to facilitate access for Sahel
countries to the Atlantic Ocean [Article]. Mapnews. -follow-up-meeting-on-the-operationalization-of-the-royal-initiative-tohttps://www.mapnews.ma/
fr/actualites/politique/new-york

3. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, African Cooperation, and Moroccans Living Abroad. (December 2023). Ministerial coordination meeting on the
international initiative of His Majesty King Mohammed VI to facilitate access for Sahel countries to the Atlantic Ocean.https://diplomatie.ma/fr/
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4. Zaanoun, A. (2024, October 10). Morocco’s Atlantic Initiative and Potential Challenges to Regional Leadership. Sada, Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace.https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/2024/10/moroccos-atlantic-initiative-and-potential-challenges-to-regional-
leadership?lang=en

5. Karr, L. (2024, August 29). North African Competition in the Sahel; Libya on the Edge; Burkina Faso is Spiraling. Institute for the Study of War.https://
www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/africa-file-august-29-2024-north-african-competition-sahel-libya-edge-burkina-faso

6. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, |. (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry (Megatrends Spotlight No. 49).
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik.https://www.swp-berlin.org/publikation/mauritanias-balancing-act-amid-intensifying-algerian-moroccan-rivalry
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to seal key cooperation agreements.? An electricity interconnection agreement was reached, linking the
energy networks of the two countries and creating an electricity corridor from Morocco to Mauritania.’
Meanwhile, Nouakchott has facilitated the movement of goods: since February 2025, Moroccan truck
drivers can obtain a multiple-entry Mauritanian visa valid for three months, a measure long requested to
streamline transit to the rest of West Africa. These developments demonstrate a shared commitment to
revitalizing bilateral cooperation in economic and logjistical areas.

However, the enthusiasm generated by the Atlantic Initiative is accompanied by reservations on the
Mauritanian side. Officially, Nouakchott welcomes the spirit of shared development promoted by
Morocco, but it is proceeding cautiously, keen to preserve its diplomatic balance and safeguard its own
strategic interests. The Atlantic project places Mauritania at the crossroads of several sensitive issues: the
question of the Moroccan Sahara, on which it has maintained a principle of neutrality since the 1980s;
the evolving dynamics between Morocco and Algeria in seeking influence across the Sahel; and the
competition among Atlantic ports to capture Sahelian trade.”® Mauritania, which provides Morocco with
its only land border to sub-Saharan Africa, is courted by both Rabat and Algiers' and aims to leverage
the opportunities presented without fully aligning with either side. This posture of strategic balance has
become the cornerstone of Mauritania's foreign policy towards the two Maghreb powers.

In this context, this research paper addresses the following question: How does the Atlantic Initiative
reconfigure bilateral relations between Morocco and Mauritania, and what strategic, diplomatic, economic,
and security challenges does this new cooperation raise? To answer this, the paper will successively
analyze: (1) the diplomatic and geopolitical stakes of the Morocco-Mauritania rapprochement through the
Atlantic Initiative; (2) the potential economic benefits and development prospects for Mauritania; and (3)
the joint security challenges in the face of Sahelian threats.

. STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT MOROCCO-
MAURITANIA: DIPLOMATIC AND GEOPOLITICAL
DIMENSIONS

1.1. The Question of the Sahara: Mauritanian Neutrality and
Moroccan Ambitions

The question of the Moroccan Sahara occupies a central place in the rapprochement between Rabat and
Nouakchott, driven by the Atlantic Initiative. A legacy of decolonization, this dispute has pitted Morocco
against the Polisario Front—supported by Algeria—since 1975 over the status of the former Spanish
colony.

Mauritania, for its part, has been directly involved in the Sahara issue. Following Spain’s withdrawal from
the territory, Nouakchott initially claimed and occupied the southern part of the Sahara (the region of

8. Chahid, S. (2025, February 24). Morocco-Mauritania Rapprochement: New Strategy to "Stifle” the Polisario [FULL]. L'Opinion.https://www.lopinion.
ma/Rapprochement-Maroc-Mauritanie-Nouvelle-strategie-pour-etouffer-le-Polisario-INTEGRAL _a64233.html

9. ldem

10. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, I. (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry.

11. Idem
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Tiris al-Gharbiyya) from 1975 to 1979.'? Exhausted by its war against the Polisario, Mauritania withdrew
in 1979, signed peace with the separatists, and in 1984 recognized the Sahrawi Arab Democratic
Republic (SADR) proclaimed by the Polisario.' Since then, Mauritanian leaders have adopted a so-called
"constructive" neutrality between their two powerful northern neighbors.’ In practice, this neutrality
consists of maintaining cordial relations with Morocco, Algeria, and the Polisario, while avoiding any
explicit stance on the Sahara question. Nouakchott continues to officially recognize the SADR and has
maintained ambassadorial relations with the Polisario since the 1980s, but it carefully avoids declarations
or initiatives that Rabat might perceive as hostile.’> For Mauritania, this posture is essential to preserve
both internal stability and external balance: as an immediate neighbor of the contested territory, it fears
that any excessive partisanship could once again drag the country into the Sahara conflict.’

However, the Atlantic Initiative, as conceived by Morocco, is intrinsically linked to the consolidation of
the Kingdom's sovereignty over its Sahara. The proposed logistics corridor would traverse the Saharan
territory and terminate at the Atlantic port of Dakhla, which Morocco is actively developing as a future
regional hub."” From Rabat's perspective, the use of this Atlantic corridor by Sahelian countries would
amount, de facto, to an implicit recognition of its authority over the concerned territory. As Lacher &
Werenfels observe, "the [Atlantic] project aims to build road and rail infrastructure across the Sahel to
provide landlocked states with access to the Atlantic via the port of Dakhla—thus consolidating their
recognition of Morocco's sovereignty over this territory."'® Evidence of this dynamic is already visible:
Burkina Faso opened a consulate in Dakhla in 2021, followed by Chad in August 2024, making it the
second central Sahel state to establish a consular presence in Morocco’s southern provinces. Moreover,
Mali and Niger—once aligned more closely with the Polisario—have in recent years moved toward
positions more favorable to Morocco.'

This dynamic places Mauritania in an increasingly delicate diplomatic position. On one hand, Rabat
hopes for Nouakchott's explicit adherence to the regional architecture emerging around the Atlantic
Initiative. By leveraging the logistical corridor and the economic benefits it offers, Morocco is betting
on a gradual repositioning of Mauritania—and, in the longer term, even the possibility of revisiting its
official recognition of the SADR. On the other hand, Mauritania remains firmly committed to its principle
of neutrality. In February 2025, when rumors circulated about a possible revision of its stance, the
government spokesperson publicly reaffirmed the country's "positive neutrality" on the Sahara issue.?

12. Sankari, F. A. (1990). THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT: FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE INEVITABILITY OF A SETTLEMENT. Journal of Third
World Studies, 7(1), 153-168.http://www.jstor.org/stable/45193250

13. Daadaoui, M. (2008). The Western Sahara conflict: towards a constructivist approach to self-determination. The Journal of North AfricanStudies,
13(2), 143-156.https://doi.org/10.1080/1362938080199647 1

14. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, |. (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry (Megatrends Spotlight No. 49).
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik.https://www.swp-berlin.org/publikation/mauritanias-balancing-act-amid-intensifying-algerian-moroccan-rivalry

15. Idem
16. Idem

17. Karr, L. (2024, August 29). North African Competition in the Sahel; Libya on the Edge; Burkina Faso is Spiraling. Institute for the Study of War.
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/africa-file-august-29-2024-north-african-competition-sahel-libya-edge-burkina-faso

18. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, I. (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry

19. Yade, R., & Bassou, A. (2024, May 24). Behind Morocco'’s bid to unlock the Sahel. AfricaSource, Atlantic Council’s Africa Center.https://www.
atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/africasource/behind-moroccos-bid-to-unlock-the-sahel/

20. Hot Spots. (2025, February 19). Mauritania: The government spokesperson, Hussein Madou, states that no one dictates Mauritania's position
on the Sahara [Article]. Hot Spots.https://pointschauds.info/mauritanie-le-porte-parole-du-gouvernement-hussein-madou-personne-ne-dicte-aux-
autorites-mauritaniennes-une-certaine-volonte-dans-leur-position-sur-la-question-du-sahara/
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For Nouakchott, abandoning this balance would entail incalculable risks.?” A complete alignment with
Morocco’s position could generate discontent among certain segments of Mauritanian society, particularly
in the northern regions where cultural and familial ties with Sahrawi populations in the Tindouf camps
remain strong—potentially fueling internal tensions.? Yet these domestic sensitivities do not diminish
Mauritania's strategic interest in engaging in a constructive regional dynamic alongside Morocco, one
grounded in stability, shared development, and mutual respect for sovereignty.

Furthermore, Nouakchott fears concrete reprisals from Algeria or the Polisario should it deviate from its
policy of neutrality. In May 2025, Mauritania closed the strategic border post at Lebriga, citing the need
to reinforce national security in response to the growing militarization of the Tindouf camps, perceived as
linked to the Polisario.?®* The Polisario Front subsequently intensified its military activity in June—July 2025,
notably through attacks in Es-Smara, where several projectiles landed near Moroccan positions. Although
these incidents caused no civilian casualties, they underscored an escalation of the conflict.?*

In this context, Mauritania perceives a clear risk: a marked alignment with Morocco could expose it to
Algerian retaliation—whether economic or migratory—as well as to potential Polisario actions targeting
its interests or threatening its border regions.

For now, Nouakchott maintains a cautious and measured stance toward the Atlantic Initiative. Although
officially invited to participate, it has shown little enthusiasm and was absent from the coordination
meeting of Sahel countries held in Marrakech in December 2023. Observers note that Nouakchott is
"distancing itself" from the Moroccan Initiative in order to "remain neutral in the geopolitical rivalry
between Morocco and Algeria.”? Mauritania's reluctance to formally associate with the project reflects its
determination not to appear as endorsing Morocco’s approach to the Sahara. Supporting a corridor that
prominently highlights Dakhla and the Moroccan Sahara would inevitably be perceived as alignment—a
step that Nouakchott is, for now, unwilling to take.

The Sahara issue thus remains a persistent source of tension in the rapprochement between Morocco and
Mauritania around the Atlantic Initiative. Rabat seeks a gradual shift by Nouakchott toward more explicit
support for its territorial claims, while Mauritania continues to uphold neutrality, which it views as essential
to safeguarding its national interests. This delicate balance could evolve as the economic and strategic
promises of the Initiative begin to materialize. Mauritania may eventually choose to lend stronger support
to Morocco, but it is likely do so cautiously, at its own pace, and while carefully preserving its relations
with other regional actors—first and foremost Algeria.

21. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, . (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry
22. Idem

23. The North Africa Post. (2025, July 7). Algeria uses Polisario militias to destabilize Mauritania. The North Africa Post.https://northafricapost.
com/88592-algeria-uses-polisario-militias-to-unsettle-mauritania.html

24. Sahrawi NGOs Condemn Polisario Attack on EsSmara, UN Mission Launches Field Investigation. (2025, June 28). Morocco World News. Retrieved
fromhttps://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/06/221733/sahrawi-ngos-condemn-polisario-attack-on-es-smara-un-mission-launches-field-
investigation

25. Zaanoun, A. (2024, October 10). Morocco’s Atlantic Initiative and potential challenges to regional leadership. Sada, Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace.https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/2024/10/moroccos-atlantic-initiative-and-potential-challenges-to-regional-
leadership?lang=en
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1.2. Between Morocco and Algeria: Maintaining the Regional
Balance in a Sensitive Diplomatic Context

The launch of the Atlantic Initiative by Morocco comes at a time of intensified geopolitical competition in
the Maghreb, whose effects increasingly extend into the Sahel and Mauritania. In this context, Morocco
promotes a vision of African cooperation rooted in connectivity, integration, and co-development, while
other regional actors pursue more assertive and competitive approaches. As Lacher and Werenfels
observe, Mauritania occupies an increasingly central place in this regional rebalancing, becoming a
coveted partner for Maghreb powers seeking stability and influence in the Sahel.? Likewise, Zaanoun
underlines that the Atlantic Initiative explicitly aims to "transform the geostrategic landscape of the Sahel"
in response to the pressure exerted by Algiers to counter Rabat's growing regional role.?’

Since Algeria’s official break in diplomatic relations with Morocco in 2021, the rivalry between the two
main Maghreb powers has only deepened, fueling influence maneuvers on a regional scale. In this
geopolitical contest, Mauritania holds a pivotal position and increasingly finds itself at the center of
tensions. Both Algiers and Rabat are seeking, each through their own strategies, to draw Nouakchott
into their respective spheres of influence, with the dual aim of consolidating their positions on the Sahara
question and reinforcing their economic presence in West Africa.

From Morocco’s perspective, Mauritania constitutes a natural strategic partner for the Atlantic corridor,
serving as a vital gateway to the Sahel. Beyond infrastructure, it represents an indispensable pillar for
realizing the African vision championed by King Mohammed VI. In this context, Rabat has intensified its
diplomatic and economic engagement with Nouakchott: ministerial visits, expanded trade exchanges,?
and major investments by Moroccan companies in banking, telecommunications, and construction
(notably Maroc Telecom/Mauritel, Moroccan Office of Mines). To these are added religious cooperation®’
—such as the training of Mauritanian imams and the strengthening of ties between Sufi brotherhoods—
as well as cultural cooperation. Together, these initiatives form part of a broader strategy of regional
anchoring, rooted in historical convergence and shared cultural and human ties.

Moroccan-Mauritanian relations have not been this dynamic since the 1970s, a trend crystallized in the
decisive meeting of December 2024 between King Mohammed VI and President Ghazouani, described
as the "beginning of a promising rapprochement."* The joint statements issued on that occasion
highlighted an unprecedented strengthening of bilateral cooperation across economic, security, and
cultural domains.?' Within this framework, the Atlantic Initiative emerges as an additional strategic lever
for Rabat: it consolidates Mauritania's anchoring within Morocco's regional orbit by actively integrating it

26. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, I. (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry
27. Zaanoun, A. (2024, October 10). Morocco’s Atlantic Initiative and potential challenges to regional leadership.

28. In 2023, Morocco's exports to Mauritania amounted to USD 338 million, with an average annual increase of 10.2%, compared to USD 208 million
in 2018. These exchanges represent 19% of Mauritania's total trade with Africa, making Morocco one of its main regional partners.https://oec.world/
en/profile/bilateral-country/mar/partner/mrt?utm

29.Bava, S., & El Asri, F. (2022). Chapter 2. Morocco at the Crossroads of Religious Education between Europe and Africa. In F. El Asri & M. Kolly (eds.),
Are we Europe? (1-). Presses universitaires Saint-Louis Bruxelles.https://doi.org/10.4000/books.pus|.28177

30. Chahid, S. (2025, February 24). Morocco-Mauritania Rapprochement: New Strategy to "Stifle" the Polisario [FULL]. L'Opinion.https://www.lopinion.
ma/Rapprochement-Maroc-Mauritanie-Nouvelle-strategie-pour-etouffer-le-Polisario-INTEGRAL _a64233.html

31. Maghreb Arabe Presse (MAP). (2024, December 20). Statement from the Royal Cabinet regarding the meeting between His Majesty King
Mohammed VI and the President of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Mohamed Ould Cheikh El Ghazouani. MapNews.https://www.mapnews.ma/
fr/activites-royales/communiqu%C3%A9-du-cabinet-royal-111

7 Policy Center for the New South


partners.https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/mar/partner/mrt?utm
partners.https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/mar/partner/mrt?utm
Bruxelles.https://doi.org/10.4000/books.pusl.28177
Opinion.https://www.lopinion.ma/Rapprochement-Maroc-Mauritanie-Nouvelle-strategie-pour-etouffer-le-Polisario-INTEGRAL_a64233.html
Opinion.https://www.lopinion.ma/Rapprochement-Maroc-Mauritanie-Nouvelle-strategie-pour-etouffer-le-Polisario-INTEGRAL_a64233.html
MapNews.https://www.mapnews.ma/fr/activites-royales/communiqu%C3%A9-du-cabinet-royal-111
MapNews.https://www.mapnews.ma/fr/activites-royales/communiqu%C3%A9-du-cabinet-royal-111

The Atlantic Initiative and Morocco-Mauritania Relations: Strategic Opportunities and Shared Challenges

into an Atlantic integration project conceived and led by the Kingdom.??

Faced with Morocco’s increasingly proactive diplomacy in the Sahel, Algeria has sought to deepen its
ties with Mauritania as a means of preserving regional influence. A key step came in 2018, when Algiers
opened the Mustapha Ben Boulaid border post linking Tindouf (Algeria) to Zouérate (Mauritania), the first
official land crossing between the two countries, intended to boost bilateral trade.* This rapprochement
was reinforced in February 2024 with the inauguration of two additional crossing points in the presence
of Presidents Ghazouani and Tebboune. However, the initially unpaved road limited its practical use. To
remedly this, Algeria launched in 2021 a transboundary road project connecting Tindouf to Zouérate over
nearly 800 km, though construction delays persisted. In early 2024, the two presidents met at the border
to symbolically inaugurate these border posts, marking the official start of the works.3*

Security dynamics, however, complicated this trajectory. In May 2025, Nouakchott closed the Lebriga
border post, a strategic crossing point, citing the need to control clandestine crossings linked to the
Tindouf camps and to prevent incursions by the Polisario. Mauritania framed the decision as a sovereign
security measure.*® Meanwhile, Algeria announced the creation of free trade zones with several neighboring
countries, with Mauritania singled out as a priority partner—a move clearly aimed at counterbalancing
Morocco’s competitive economic offer. Remarkably, 2024 marked the first visit of an Algerian president
to Mauritania in 37 years.%

It is clear that Algeria's increased diplomatic and economic activism in the Sahel-Saharan region has
been partly motivated by the launch of the Moroccan Atlantic Initiative. Algiers, which has historically
perceived itself as the natural link between the Sahel and the Mediterranean, views with suspicion the
emergence of a strategic corridor connecting the Sahel to the Atlantic Ocean—one that would bypass its
own hinterland and strengthen Morocco's geopolitical standing on the African scene. This perception is
reinforced by Algiers' concern that its traditional economic interests in Chad and Mali, long regarded as
its “strategic backyard,” could be eroded by this dynamic of openness driven by Rabat.*

To counter the Moroccan Initiative, Algiers has adopted a strategy mix of "carrot and stick."3® On the
"stick" side, it did not hesitate to economically sanction the Sahel countries tempted by the Moroccan
offer. In January 2024, the Algerian government suspended the repayment of loans granted to states
engaged in the Atlantic Initiative®**—a measure that particularly targeted Mali and Niger, both beneficiaries
of Algerian aid, in an attempt to dissuade them from aligning too closely with Rabat. On the "carrot"
side, Algiers advanced its own cooperation proposals: the free trade zone mentioned earlier, as well as
the idea of an alternative Maghreb bloc. In November 2023, shortly after the Moroccan announcement,
Algeria suggested the creation of an economic group including Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya—explicitly
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excluding Morocco.”® The "small Maghreb" project aims to offer the region an alternative integration
framework, designed to counterbalance Moroccan ambitions. However, these initiatives have struggled
to materialize: the Maghreb mini-summit of February 2024, which brought together Algeria, Tunisia, and
Libya, produced no tangible outcome, while the announced free trade agreements with Mali, Niger, and
Mauritania remain at the declaratory stage, without any effective treaty being signed.*

In his speech on the occasion of Throne Day 2025,%> King Mohammed VI reaffirmed his preference for
a peaceful and conciliatory approach towards Algeria, underscoring a strategy of appeasement that
transcends traditional bilateral disputes. By calling for reconciliation and unity among the Maghreb
nations, the Moroccan sovereign emphasized the need to overcome historical tensions to foster deeper
regional cooperation. This proposal goes beyond the Sahara issue, aiming to establish a climate of
trust conducive to economic and political integration across the Maghreb. Through this approach, King
Mohammed VI seeks to encourage a collective regional dynamic rooted in stability and shared prosperity
for the entire region.

In this context, Mauritania adopts a carefully calibrated stance of balance. Faithful to the principle of
"positive neutrality," regularly affirmed by its leaders, Nouakchott avoids openly aligning with either of
the two Maghreb poles. This strategy of caution is notably reflected in its absence from initiatives aligning
with either one of its neighbors—whether Algeria’s project for a regional bloc without Morocco or the
Atlantic Initiative led by Rabat, to which it has not yet formally adhered.

However, this equidistance does not prevent Mauritania from capitalizing on overlapping cooperation
offers. It benefits simultaneously from infrastructure projects proposed by both sides: the Atlantic corridor
and the electrical interconnection with Morocco (via ONEE), as well as the Tindouf-Zouerate road with
Algeria. This adaptability enables Nouakchott to adjust its trade and security partnerships according to
its priorities, reinforcing both its stability and regional integration. Ultimately, this pragmatic approach
allows Mauritania to preserve its decision-making sovereignty while optimizing the benefits of its strategic
position at the crossroads of the Maghreb and the Sahel.*

Morocco’s economic influence in Mauritania far exceeds that of Algeria. The Moroccan private sector
is firmly established: Maroc Telecom (through its subsidiary Mauritel) and Attijariwafa Bank rank among
the country’s leading investors, while major agreements—such as the project to create the first stock
exchange in Nouakchott in partnership with the Casablanca Stock Exchange—further anchor Morocco’s
presence.*

By contrast, Algerian involvement remains limited. Algerian companies are only marginally present in
Mauritania, mainly through occasional partnerships in the pharmaceutical or maritime sectors, without
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any significant foothold in banking, telecom, or industry.*> Thus, although Nouakchott maintains relations
with Algeria, its current diplomatic trajectory is gradually tilting toward Rabat. This trend may be further
accentuated by the Atlantic Initiative, which provides Mauritania with access to a network of infrastructures
and exchanges in which Morocco serves as a pivotal hub.*

The Atlantic Initiative also acts as a catalyst reshaping regional dynamics on both geopolitical and
diplomatic levels. It provides Morocco with a strategic tool to deepen its partnership with Mauritania
while strengthening its influence in West Africa—thereby contributing to the marginalization of Algerian
presence in the Sahel.* In response, Algeria has sought to revive ties with Nouakchott through infrastructure
projects and bilateral agreements, but these efforts have so far had only limited impact.

The sustainability of Mauritania’s balancing act remains uncertain as the Atlantic Initiative gains momentum.
The real challenge for Nouakchott will be to maintain its equidistance without alienating either Rabat or
Algiers. Should the Initiative succeed in realizing its economic, logistical, and institutional dimensions, it
could emerge as a powerful lever for inclusive development and regional cooperation.

. ECONOMIC AND TERRITORIAL DYNAMICS INDUCED
BY REGIONAL LOGISTICS INTEGRATION

2.1. The Atlantic Initiative as a Lever for Trade Opening and
Regional Integration

At the heart of the Atlantic Initiative lies the objective of opening and securing trade corridors through
Mauritania in order to establish new strategic routes between Morocco and the Sahel. At present, Maghreb
land exchanges with West African countries partly transit through Mauritania but remain concentrated
on a single paved axis: Morocco’s RN1, which crosses the Sahara to connect, via Guerguerat, to the
Nouadhibou-Nouakchott road, opened in 2005. This coastal link has facilitated a significant expansion of
trade between Morocco, Mauritania, and Senegal over the past fifteen years.*® However, this route now
faces mounting congestion, with truck traffic steadily increasing and creating a structural bottleneck. In
addition, until 2020, the Guerguerat area was repeatedly disrupted by Polisario Front elements attempting
to block this vital passage—an episode that underscored the vulnerability of relying on a single trade
corridor.*

Morocco aims to develop a nearly 2,200 km trans-Saharan road corridor, linking the future Atlantic
port of Dakhla to Mali via Mauritania. This planned route would follow the coast—from Nouadhibou to
Nouakchott, then on to Néma before reaching the Malian border—with extensions envisaged toward

45. Algeria Invest. (2025, May 25). Algeria signs 3 cooperation agreements with Mauritania.https://algeriainvest.com/AlgerialC/public/en/premium-
news/lalgerie-signe-3-accords-de-cooperation-avec-la-mauritanie
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47. de Ledn Cobo, B., Hopton, N., &Ozcelik, B. (2025, February 13). Morocco as a Strategic Partner in Supporting the Sahel Region’s Security.
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Niger and Chad.>® Morocco has committed $1.2 billion to modernize the port of Dakhla by 2028, targeting
a capacity of 35 million tons per year.®" This effort is complemented by initiatives to pave and secure the
Moroccan coastal road up to the border, while Mauritania is invited to undertake similar work on its own
territory, notably rehabilitating non-viable segments between the country’s western and eastern regions.
As a true transportation backbone, this corridor would connect Morocco to the main landlocked countries
of the Sahel, diversifying and densifying regional commercial infrastructure.>?

Notable progress has already been achieved with the planned opening of a second border crossing
between Morocco and Mauritania, further east than Guerguerat. In February 2025, Moroccan and
Mauritanian authorities confirmed the development of a new road corridor from Es-Smara (in the
southern provinces) to the Mauritanian locality of Bir Moghrein (northeastern Mauritania), via Amgala and
Tifariti.>® Spanning 93km on the Moroccan side, this RN17/RN17B road was reported to be more than
95% complete in the second half of 2025. It will enable the opening of a new border crossing in an area
previously accessible only through an undeveloped section of the Sahara.>* Accompanying infrastructure
is expected to boost the local economy around this corridor.>® On the Mauritanian side, a decree issued
by the Ministry of the Interior in February 2025 authorized the opening of this new crossing point, one of
82 officially recognized in the country.> The agreement on this route also includes a joint commitment by
both states to secure it, effectively mitigating risks of Polisario infiltration in this remote area.”’

For Mauritania, the development of trans-Saharan corridors initiated under the Atlantic Initiative represents
a major strategic opportunity. Moving beyond its historically marginalized position, the country could
position itself as a central logistical hub between the Maghreb and West Africa, thereby enhancing its
geoeconomic attractiveness. Such a shift would foster deeper integration into regional value chains, while
stimulating investment in transport infrastructure, logistical services, and trade.

According to the latest World Bank report® on Mauritania’s economy, the country's average annual
growth of around 3.7% is already largely driven by transport and trade, demonstrating the structuring
role of these sectors. In this context, transforming Mauritania into a regional transit hub could consolidate
this momentum and strengthen the country's economic resilience in the medium term through promising
development mechanisms.

First, the development of a direct Mali-Mauritania—Morocco route would represent a significant departure
from existing corridors, currently dominated by those transiting through Senegal (Dakar-Bamako),

50. France 24. (2025, May 1). Opening up the Sahel: Moroccan megaproject to strengthen its regional influence through the Atlantic. France 24.https://
www.france24.com/fr/afrique/20250501-desenclaver-sahel-megaprojet-maroc-influence-r%C3%A%gionale-atlantique

51.Business Focus Magazine. (2024, October 28). Dakhla Atlantic Port: anew gateway to Africa. Business Focus Magazine.https://businessfocusmagazine.
com/2024/10/28/dakhla-atlantic-port-a-new-gateway-to-africa/

52. France 24. (June 29, 2025). Morocco’s Atlantic gambit: linking restive Sahel to ocean. France 24.https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20250629-
morocco-s-atlantic-gambit-linking-restive-sahel-to-ocean

53. Africa News Service (AP News in French). (2025, July 2). A new cross-border axis to link Morocco and Mauritania. APA News.https://frapanews.net/
diplomacy/un-nouvel-axe-transfrontalier-pour-relier-le-maroc-et-la-mauritanie-2/
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which carry about 80% of Malian trade.” The creation of a new corridor running through Nouakchott
or Nouadhibou, towards Dakhla and then Tangier, could capture part of this traffic by offering a shorter
route to Europe and the Americas. Similarly, for Niger, which mainly exports uranium through Benin,
diversification towards a western corridor via Mauritania appears increasingly strategic, particularly in the
face of political instability with its current partners.®® Each truck, container, or cargo transiting through
Mauritania would generate considerable revenue in customs duties, visa fees, and logistical services,
while also stimulating the regional economies of the cities along the route.

Then, and still at the heart of the Atlantic Initiative, Mauritania must strengthen its infrastructure to fully
assume its strategic role (see Figure p.16). This transformation requires paving and widening major
roads, constructing bridges, modernizing border posts, and developing adequate rest areas. Moroccan
expertise and financial support could prove decisive, particularly for transnational projects such as the
Nouakchott—-Bamako corridor via Ayoun el Atrouss and Néma.*'

According to the World Bank,? about 40% of Mauritania’s national road network in is in poor condition.
While more than 5,900 km are already paved—providing a solid foundation for future improvements—
significant upgrades are still needed to sustain growing traffic flows. In addition, nearly 1,800 km of regional
and local roads require interventions to ensure their economic viability within a densified corridor.®®

As part of a long-term vision, the Atlantic Initiative also includes the prospect of a rail connection linking
Zouérate—Nouadhibou to Morocco via Dakhla. Although still at the exploratory stage and highly costly,
this project illustrates the transformative potential of the Initiative for cross-border mobility (Lacher, 2025;
Lyammouri & Ghoulidi, 2024).
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61. Lacher, W., &Werenfels, |. (2025, April 7). Mauritania’s balancing act amid intensifying Algerian-Moroccan rivalry (Megatrends Spotlight No. 49).
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik.https://www.swp-berlin.org/publikation/mauritanias-balancing-act-amid-intensifying-algerian-moroccan-rivalry

62. World Bank. (2021). Mauritania Transport Policy Note. World Bank.https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/878001625140712976/pdf/
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Major Mauritanian Infrastructure — Existing Road Network and Planned Projects
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On the maritime front, Mauritanian ports occupy a strategic position within the Atlantic Initiative. The
country has two main Atlantic infrastructures: the port of Nouakchott, dedicated to general trade, and
Nouadhibou, a northern port focused on minerals and fisheries. Mouadhibou, with an annual iron ore
processing capacity of approximately 11 million tons, ranks among Mauritania’s most important ports.*

Currently, the port of Nouakchott serves as the main gateway to Mali, particularly for the import of
hydrocarbons and consumer goods, thereby connecting the country to the Sahel region.

However, with increasing focus on Morocco’s new port of Dakhla, Mauritanian authorities fear that traffic
could be diverted from their own ports, reinforcing their cautious stance toward the Atlantic corridor.
Mauritania appears intent on preserving strategic leeway to protect its port interests amid a shifting
regional trade landscape. This approach can be seen as a deliberate waiting strategy, designed to maximize
potential benefits from future engagement, provided explicit guarantees are made—especially regarding
the inclusion of a second maritime access point in the corridor, such as Nouadhibou, alongside Dakhla.

worldportdevelopment.com/2011/12/01/in-focus-port-of-nouakchott-in-mauritania/

64. World Port Development (WPD). (2011, December 1). In Focus: Port of Nouakchott in Mauritania. World Port Development.https://dev.

13

Policy Center for the New South


https://doi.org/10.3917/flux1.135.0059
Development.https://dev.worldportdevelopment.com/2011/12/01/in-focus-port-of-nouakchott-in-mauritania/
Development.https://dev.worldportdevelopment.com/2011/12/01/in-focus-port-of-nouakchott-in-mauritania/

The Atlantic Initiative and Morocco-Mauritania Relations: Strategic Opportunities and Shared Challenges

To maintain its competitive position, Mauritania has invested in enhancing the capacities of the port of
Nouakchott, including the construction of new container docks and improvements to port management
systems. Simultaneously, the port of Nouadhibou—with its natural depth and proximity to the Moroccan
border—is being upgraded through projects supported by the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the
African Development Bank (ADB). These initiatives aim to dredge and widen the access channel, enabling
accommodation of larger ships and positioning the port as a sub-regional hub.®

In this perspective offered by the trans-Saharan logistics corridors, Mauritania can position itself as a
commercial hub between North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa, thus reconnecting with its historical
vocation as a trans-Saharan link, illustrated by the ancient caravan routes passing through Chinguetti and
Oualata.® The ambition to resume this role in the 21st century through modern infrastructure is part of a
broader dynamic of regional connectivity driven by the AU's Agenda 2063.¢

If structural and security challenges persist (discussed later in this article), the dynamics of the Atlantic
Initiative continue to offer Mauritania promising prospects for development and regional integration. In
the short term, several infrastructure projects already underway, such as the new Smara-Bir Moghrein
road corridor or joint electrification initiatives, are likely to significantly improve the country's territorial
connectivity. In the medium term, the partial commissioning of the Dakhla-Bamako corridor, even if only
through the rehabilitation of existing infrastructure, would allow Mauritania to capture a share of Malian
commercial traffic. Each advancement in connectivity will thus contribute to strengthening the country's
integration into regional economic circuits, laying the groundwork for a more assertive geoeconomic
positioning, which leads us to examine other sectoral spillovers of Moroccan-Mauritanian cooperation.

2.2. Infrastructure Development: Ports, Energy, and Cross-Border
Exchanges

In addition to the road infrastructures mentioned above, the Atlantic Initiative paves the way for enhanced
cooperation in strategic sectors that could benefit Mauritania. A key area is energy.

In January 2025, Morocco and Mauritania signed an electricity interconnection agreement aimed at linking
their national grids.¢® This agreement is part of the larger Atlantic-West Africa energy corridor project.®’
For Mauritania, where many inland localities are not connected to the national grid, it offers the possibility
of importing Moroccan electricity to address deficits, particularly in the north. Morocco, with a potential
surplus thanks to its investments in renewable energies (solar and wind), could provide Mauritania with
competitive electricity, thereby improving energy access for the Mauritanian population and industries.”
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In the longer term, this electricity corridor could be integrated into the West African energy market. Thus,
energy integration would complement transport integration.

Furthermore, Morocco has for several years been promoting an offshore pipeline project along the West
African coast, from Nigeria to Morocco, which would serve several countries including Mauritania.”" This
megaproject, Nigeria-Morocco Gas Pipeline, would allow gas to be transported to Morocco and onward
to Europe. For Mauritania, such a pipeline raises questions, as it would involve passing either through
its territorial waters or nearby. Mauritania itself holds significant offshore gas reserves, notably within the
framework of the Greater Tortue Ahmeyim (GTA) project developed with Senegal.”? The first phase of this
project began producing gas in January 2025, with an estimated annual capacity of 2.3-2.5 million tons
of LNG, and recoverable reserves estimated at 400-425 billion cubic meters.”

This abundance stimulates Mauritania's interest in advocating for the integration of its own resources
into any future energy corridor. A central objective is to ensure that if a trans-Saharan pipeline or energy
corridor is developed from Morocco, Mauritania integrates its own gas into it, thereby generating transit
revenues and enhancing its national added value—a crucial issue within the framework of the multisectoral
Atlantic Initiative.

In terms of portinfrastructure, we have previously highlighted the importance for Mauritania of modernizing
Nouakchott and Nouadhibou. The modernization of these maritime infrastructures represents a key
challenge for the logistical integration of Mauritania into future trans-Saharan corridors.”* Strengthened
cooperation with Morocco, which has extensive experience in developing world-class port platforms—
notably Tanger Med, considered one of the most efficient ports on the African continent—would offer
Mauritania a valuable opportunity to benefit from skill transfers and technical assistance. In this regard,
the National Ports Agency (ANP) and Tanger Med Port Authority (TMPA) could play a strategic advisory
role in the expansion or modernization of existing infrastructures, particularly for the deep-water port of
Nouadhibou.

The financial dimension is not negligible: within a South-South partnership logic, Morocco could support
Mauritania in mobilizing international funding, particularly from donors such as the Islamic Development
Bank (IDB), Gulf sovereign wealth funds, or multilateral financing windows dedicated to African
infrastructure.

Such collaboration, aligned with the strategic vision of the Atlantic Initiative, would aim to make
Nouadhibou a complementary logistical link to Moroccan ports rather than a competitor. This would
enhance the attractiveness of the shared Atlantic seaboard and consolidate the idea of an integrated
regional port network serving both inter-African and Euro-African trade.

On the commercial front, the Atlantic Initiative could become a major lever for intensifying bilateral
trade between Morocco and Mauritania. In recent years, Moroccan exports to Mauritania have grown
significantly, supported by improved infrastructure, notably the commissioning of the Nouadhibou-
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Nouakchott road in 2004.”* Today, Morocco exports a wide range of products to Mauritania: foodstuffs
(sugar, fruit, and vegetables), construction materials, manufactured products, and everyday consumer
goods.”® In return, Rabat mainly imports fishery products and certain minerals from Mauritania. Between
2007 and 2022, the value of Moroccan exports to Mauritania increased from about USD 100 million to
more than USD 322 million—more than tripling in 15 years.”” This trend highlights Morocco's growing
importance as a strategic trading partner for Nouakchott. Through the Atlantic Initiative, this dynamic is
likely to accelerate, encouraging diversification of trade flows and deeper integration of regional logistics
chains.

In the agricultural and food sectors, Morocco is well positioned to play a central role in strengthening
Mauritania's food security. Mauritania imports the majority of its staple goods—cereals, vegetables, dairy
products—given that less than 0.5% of its land is arable and its local agricultural sector remains fragile.”®
Areliable logistics corridor with Morocco would enable the cost-effective transport of Moroccan agricultural
products to Mauritania and the Sahel. Furthermore, the Office Chérifien des Phosphates (OCP), through
its subsidiary OCP Africa, is already active in the region: in 2022, Morocco provided Mauritanian small
farmers with 5,000 tons of fertilizers, offered training programs, and introduced sustainable agronomic
practices.”” In addition, OCP Africa also entered into a partnership with the World Bank (2023) to
promote customized fertilization programs and improve soil health in West Africa.® Thanks to these
initiatives, Mauritania could access fertilization programs at preferential rates, thereby optimizing its
cereal production. In return, Mauritania can make a significant contribution to Morocco's food security—
most notably through the export of fishery products from its rich waters, which complement the protein
supplies in Moroccan value chains.

On the industrial and mining fronts, the development of the Atlantic corridor offers Mauritania a strategic
opportunity to enhance its industrial and mining resources while fostering the emergence of a structuring
tertiary sector. With substantial deposits of iron, gold, and copper—mainly exploited by the National
Industrial and Mining Company (SNIM) and the Guelb Moghrein mine operated by First Quantum
Minerals®'—Mauritania could, through modernized regional logistics, directly export raw materials
to Moroccan steel mills, thereby strengthening regional industrial integration. At the same time, the
Mauritanian, Malian, and Nigerien markets could benefit from a regular influx of Moroccan manufactured
goods, textiles, materials, and equipment through shared commercial platforms.

In this perspective, the expansion of trade will also generate strong demand for associated services,
particularly in logistics, transport, handling, finance, and insurance. Moroccan banking institutions in
Nouakchott—such as BMCE Africa, Banque Populaire, and Attijariwafa Bank—are well-positioned to
facilitate the financing of regional trade. Finally, the free zone model, successfully tested in Morocco with
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the Tanger Free Zone, could inspire the development of the Nouadhibou free zone, thereby enhancing
Mauritania's economic attractiveness.

This economic potential is part of a broader diplomatic strategy, reflected in the strengthening of ties
between Rabat and Nouakchott. The participation of Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani in
a mini-summit organized at the White House in July 2025, alongside other West African leaders, illustrates
Mauritania's determination to integrate further into the regional dynamics driven by its strategic partners.
This diplomatic orientation reinforces Mauritania's credibility as a central actor in the Atlantic corridor
project and a key partner in the continent’s emerging geoeconomic configurations.

Thus, on the economic and developmental front, the Atlantic Initiative represents a historic opportunity
for Mauritania to overcome its relative landlocked situation and stimulate the development of its
infrastructure, trade, and regional integration. However, the expected benefits will only materialize in the
medium to long term, and only if political, institutional, and financial obstacles are successfully addressed.
If Rabat and Nouakchott manage to overcome these challenges, Mauritania could transform into a true
Afro-Atlantic hub, benefiting from growth driven by transit and trade.

Nevertheless, before these economic benefits can be fully realized, a fundamental requirement remains:
ensuring the security of the corridors and the associated flows of cooperation. In a Sahelian context
marked by persistent instability and growing cross-border threats, the success of the project will also
depend on the joint ability of Morocco and Mauritania to build a secure and resilient environment. These
security challenges—essential to the success of the Atlantic Initiative—will be the focus of the next section.

lll. TRANS-SAHARAN SECURITY CHALLENGES AND
DEFENCE COOPERATION

3.1. Insecurity Along the Corridors: Persistent Vulnerabilities

The Atlantic Initiative is unfolding in a Sahelian region marked by severe insecurity, driven by the
proliferation of extremist armed groups and other insurgent movements. The central Sahel (Mali, Burkina
Faso, and Niger) has become the epicenter of terrorism in Africa: in 2024, it accounted for more than
half of all terrorism-related deaths worldwide.®? Groups affiliated with Al-Qaeda, JNIM, and the Islamic
State organization (EIGS) control large swathes of territory, particularly in Mali and Burkina Faso. Roads
and highways are frequently targeted by attacks, ambushes, sabotage, and extortion.® In this context,
the prospect of establishing a road corridor from Morocco to Mali via Mauritania poses serious security
challenges: how can infrastructure and convoys be protected over hundreds of kilometers of areas
potentially held by fighters?

For Mauritania, the priority will be to prevent insecurity from spilling over onto its soil and to ensure the
safety of routes crossing its territory. To date, Mauritania has been an exception in the Sahel, managing to
shield itself from terrorism attacks for nearly a decade (none since 2011). This relative success is attributed
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to a combination of factors, including strengthening the army in the north and east and a policy of
deradicalization.®* Yet the regional environment remains volatile, with Katibas linked to JNIM operating
near Mauritania’s borders.?> An increased influx of traffic and the development of infrastructure in northern
Mauritania could attract the attention—and hostility—of criminal and terrorist groups.

From Morocco's perspective, the security of the Sahel is also a matter of national interest. While Morocco
does not border the Mali-Niger-Burkina tri-border area, it is not immune to its repercussions: infiltration of
armed fighters through the Sahara, as well as arms and drug trafficking transiting via Mauritania represent
concrete risks.® This reality was confirmed in 2024, when terrorist cells dismantled in Morocco were
found to have links with the Islamic State in the Sahel, which was preparing attacks in the Kingdom—
underscoring the persistence of the trans-Saharan risk.%’

Therefore, Rabat has every interest in contributing to regional stability.®® The Atlantic Initiative, presented
by King Mohammed VIl as a non-military response to the challenges of the Sahel, cannot, however, overlook
the military aspect.®’ In this context, Morocco has expanded its security cooperation with Sahelian states
in recent years.” As early as 2020, Rabat proposed training programs for the armed forces of Mali and
Niger, aiming at strengthening their capacity to combat terrorist groups.” With Mauritania, ties are more
structured: a bilateral military cooperation framework exists, including the training of Mauritanian officers
in Moroccan academies and schools, as well as small-scale joint exercises.” This partnership could be
intensified to secure the trade corridors envisaged by the Atlantic Initiative. Joint anti-terrorism training
in desert environments could be developed, potentially involving Malian forces, to enhance regional
coordination around the security of trans-Saharan routes.

Another security risk is the threat posed by the Polisario, albeit of a different nature from Islamist
terrorism. Some experts highlight its problematic connections with trans-Saharan networks. According
to R. Greenway and A. Ghoulidi, the movement benefits from logistical and political support in the
region, as well as links with state and non-state actors, notably within the Iranian and Russian spheres.
The Polisario is reportedly involved in certain cross-border trafficking routes, with risks of convergence
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with armed groups operating in the Sahel. Its positioning in a sensitive area near the Strait of Gibraltar
raises additional security concerns. The authors also note that the movement broke the ceasefire in 2020,
reigniting regional tensions. They consequently call for a more rigorous assessment of the Polisario's role
in Sahelo-Saharan security dynamics.”

3.2. Towards a Deepening of the Security Partnership Between
Rabat and Nouakchott

To address security challenges, military and security cooperation between Morocco and Mauritania is
expected to strengthen. Historically, relations between the two armies have fluctuated: during the Sahara
War in the 1970s, they were briefly allied against the Polisario, followed by a period of coolness in the
1980s-90s when Mauritania kept its distance.” Since the 2010s, however, a rapprochement has been
observed, illustrated by exchanges of visits by senior officers and joint participation in international
exercises (Mauritania is, for instance, regularly invited to take part in the African Lion exercise organized
by Morocco and the United States™). In 2020, Morocco provided logistical support to Mauritania when the
Guerguerat crossing was blocked by Polisario elements: the Moroccan army intervened, and coordination
with Mauritanian forces allowed the border to be reopened peacefully.?® This was a strong signal of
renewed trust between the two countries.

In this perspective, military and security cooperation between Morocco and Mauritania should be
intensified along two axes:

* Intelligence sharing and surveillance: the vast desert expanses of Mauritania require enhanced
monitoring. Moroccan services could support Nouakchott through advanced technologies—satellite
imagery, drones—specifically targeting terrorism and the trans-Saharan trafficking of drugs and weapons;

e Training and exercises: the Mauritanian army could benefit from expanded training in renowned Moroccan
institutions, such as the Royal Military Academy (RMA) in Meknes. This training could be complemented
by annual joint exercises, for example focusing on the protection of humanitarian convoys in desert
environments, thereby strengthening the interoperability of both countries’ armed forces.

Ultimately, security remains the most vulnerable link in the Atlantic Initiative. Without minimal guarantees
of stability and territorial control, neither trade nor structural investments can be sustained over time.
Aware of this imperative, Morocco and Mauritania are called upon to coordinate their efforts within
an integrated and cooperative security framework. Mauritania, with its operational expertise and in-
depth knowledge of the tribal and territorial dynamics of the Sahel, can play a pivotal role in local
security. Morocco, for its part, brings complementary assets—intelligence capabilities, active multilateral
diplomacy, logistical support, and financing—that can enhance regional resilience. Such synergy would
make it possible to move beyond a strictly military response and instead adopt a human security strategy

93.Greenway, R., & Ghoulidi, A. (2025, May 21). Why We Must Confront the Terror Proxy Polisario Front. The Daily Signal.https://www.dailysignal.
com/2025/05/21/why-must-confront-terror-proxy-polisario-front/

94. Sansanwal, K., & Kamath, R. (2020). The Unspoken Conflict In Western Sahara. World Affairs: The Journal of International Issues, 24(2), 106-119.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48629027

95. United States Africa Command. (2025, May 12). U.S. and Royal Moroccan Armed Forces launch African Lion 25 in Morocco [Press release].https://
www.africom.mil/pressrelease/35825/us-and-royal-moroccan-armed-forces-launch-african-lion-25-in-morocco

96. Benkheira, R. (2020, November). A conflict that time forgot: The enduring stalemate in Western Sahara. Carnegie Endowment for International
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centered on inclusive development and the prevention of extremism. This orientation is consistent with
the Moroccan royal doctrine, which promotes a holistic approach to the Sahel, addressing the structural
causes of radicalization and integrating peripheral regions into formal economic flows.

CONCLUSION

The Atlantic Initiative represents a major strategic shift in relations between Morocco and Mauritania,
intertwining economic opportunities, geopolitical ambitions, and security imperatives within a
transforming Sahelo-Saharan context. It is not merely an infrastructure project but carries the promise
of a new regional architecture—more integrated, more inclusive, and better connected to the rest of
the world. For Mauritania, it represents a historic opportunity to turn its relative landlocked position into
a lever for multidimensional development. For Morocco, the challenge is to consolidate its role as a
strategic bridge between the Atlantic, the Maghreb, and the Sahel, exemplifying a partnership diplomacy
grounded in co-construction.

Yet this dynamic will only be sustainable if it is anchored in balanced coordination, mutual recognition of
national interests, and strong international support. Mauritania's diplomatic prudence must be reconciled
with Morocco's regional ambitions in a spirit of respect and complementarity. Likewise, the economic
benefits of the corridor will materialize only if Mauritania assumes a central role in its implementation,
rather than serving merely as a transit point. Crucially, without effective security along the routes, the
project will remain vulnerable to the transnational threats destablilizing the region.

The future of the Atlantic Initiative will therefore depend on the capacity of both countries to institutionalize
their partnership and mobilize enduring alliances to address shared challenges. Only underthese conditions
can the corridor transcend its role as a trade route to become a vector of regional transformation, shared
stability, and renewed economic sovereignty.
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