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Forward

e are delighted to present this year’s edition of the Atlantic

Currents, an annual report charting the wider Atlantic

patterns and perspectives. This report, the fourth edition
of its kind, opens up the Atlantic Dialogues conference, an annual high-
level conference gathering nearly four hundred experts, policy makers,
business leaders, and government officials from around the World. This
conference is an opportunity for policy shaping conversations focused on
the restructuring of the Atlantic space while also promoting dialogue and
analysis of key issues affecting the wider Atlantic — Africa, Latin America,
the Caribbean, Europe, and North America.

As a significant complement to the Atlantic Dialogues conference,
the following publication allows for in-depth analyzes of the potential
contributions from the above-mentioned “Dialogues” The objective being
to broaden the discussions pertaining to social, economic, political, and
security dimensions within the wider Atlantic space, always favoring the
elaboration of new and contextualized geopolitical strategies. OCP Policy
Center is proud of the role it has played in extending the transatlantic
debate, which embraces both Northern and Southern regions of the Atlantic
Basin. The year’s Atlantic Dialogues will focus on the need for wider and
more effective action within the African continent.

The 2017 editions of both the “Dialogues” and “Currents” have
dedicated special attention to Africa and its various perspectives and
roles in the Atlantic and global contexts. Indeed, Africa’s past and present
development approaches bring hope for a promising future that should
benefit from the continent’s diverse regions and economies. Such recent
progress will also allow for shared benefits in the Atlantic region in terms
of growth, governance and international relations. Furthermore, this year’s
edition also attempts to bring new meaning to the potential role that a
united and effective civil society could trigger in terms of development. In
this context, a special thank you goes out to the various authors and experts
that have contributed to the fourth edition of the Atlantic Currents and
the dedicated staff at OCP Policy Center who made its timely publication
possible. Comments on Atlantic Currents are most welcome, and may be
addressed to the editors at OCP Policy Center.

Dr. Karim El Aynaoui
Managing Director
OCP Policy Center
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